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(U) CALIFORNIA 
 
(U) Sacramento – Woman in EDD Fraud Schemes Used Senator’s Identity to Claim Assistance 
(U) Former Employment Development Department (EDD) employee Andrea Gervais of Roseville faces 
charges for taking unemployment insurance benefits meant for those affected by the pandemic 
shutdowns. The Department of Justice reports Gervais is accused of mail fraud. She faces charges for 
allegedly obtaining money by filing around 100 fraudulent unemployment assistance claims using other 
people’s names. In one instance, she allegedly used the identity of sitting US senator Dianne Feinstein to 
claim insurance benefits. After obtaining a Bank of America debit card in Feinstein’s name, Gervais used 
the card to withdraw funds from an ATM. 
SOURCE: 17 December 2020, Fox 40 
 
(U) San Diego – Woman in EDD Fraud Conspires with Inmate to Submit Fraudulent Claims 
(U) Former contract EDD employee Nyika Gomez of San Diego faces charges for fraud and identity theft 
in connection with a scheme to steal pandemic unemployment aid. The Department of Justice reports 
Gomez allegedly conspired with her boyfriend, a prisoner serving a term of 94 years to life at California 
State Prison, Sacramento for murder, to submit fraudulent pandemic unemployment insurance claims 
for California state prisoners and out-of-state residents whose identifying information was stolen. 
Gomez used her training and expertise to defraud the program in a scheme designed to generate 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in stolen benefits. Gomez arranged for the stolen benefits to be mailed 
directly to her residence, or to the residence of someone working with her. Gomez returned some of the 
proceeds to the prison inmates by transferring money to their prison accounts 
SOURCE: 17 December 2020, DOJ 
 
(U) SOUTHWEST BORDER 
 
(U) California – Small Boat Carrying 23 Mexican Nationals Comes Ashore Near Downtown Long Beach 
(U) Long Beach – A fishing boat carrying 23 Mexican nationals came ashore Wednesday in Long Beach, 
and was discovered by US Customs and Border Protection. The small panga vessel made landfall around 
4 PM near 55th Place and Ocean Boulevard, less than four miles from downtown Long Beach. Its 
occupants, 21 men and two women, including two juveniles, identified themselves as Mexican citizens 
and were taken into custody by Border Patrol agents. No one was injured during the boat landing. 
Officials noted that migrant vessels do not typically land in Long Beach and that they mostly come 
ashore farther south near San Diego County. 
SOURCE: 17 December 2020, Los Angeles Times 
 
(U) NATIONAL 
 
(U) Arkansas – Four Defendants Facing Federal Charges After Fire Bombings of Police Vehicles 
(U) Little Rock – A federal investigation resulted in charges against four people for their alleged 
involvement in fire bombings of police vehicles in Little Rock and North Little Rock in August 2020. 

https://fox40.com/news/local-news/4-women-arrested-in-edd-fraud-schemes-that-spanned-california/
https://fox40.com/news/local-news/4-women-arrested-in-edd-fraud-schemes-that-spanned-california/
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdca/pr/former-california-unemployment-office-worker-charged-scheme-steal-hundreds-thousands
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdca/pr/former-california-unemployment-office-worker-charged-scheme-steal-hundreds-thousands
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-12-17/boat-with-23-mexican-nationals-comes-ashore-in-long-beach
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Numerous incidents of vandalism occurred during periods of civil unrest at local police stations earlier 
this year. On 25 August 2020, a large group of people held a demonstration at the Little Rock Police 
Department 12th Street Substation. The following morning, officers noticed that several police vehicles 
in their parking lot had punctured tires. Surveillance footage showed two individuals launching Molotov 
cocktails into the parking lot area. The improvised incendiary devices were allegedly assembled at the 
home of one of the arrested individuals. 
SOURCE: 17 December 2020, DOJ 
 
(U) District of Columbia – Nuclear Weapons Agency Breached Amid Massive Cyber Espionage  
(U) Washington DC – The Energy Department and National Nuclear Security Administration have 
evidence that hackers accessed their networks as part of an extensive espionage operation that has 
affected at least half a dozen federal agencies. Officials found suspicious activity in networks belonging 
to the Federal Energy Regulations Commission (FERC), Sandia and Los Alamos national laboratories, the 
Office of Secure Transportation, and the Richland Field Office of the Department of Energy (DOE). It is 
suspected that the attack on FERC may have been an effort to disrupt the nation’s bulk electric grid. 
FERC does not directly manage any national power flows, but it does store sensitive data on the grid 
that could be used to identify the most disruptive locations for future attacks. 
SOURCE: 17 December 2020, Politico  
 
(U) Kentucky – Man to Spend Life in Prison for Hate Crime 
(U) Louisville – Gregory Bush has pleaded guilty to killing two Black shoppers at a Kroger store in 
Kentucky in 2018 and will spend the rest of his life in prison. Bush was sentenced Tuesday in Jefferson 
Circuit Court to life-without-parole for the murders of Maurice Stallard and Vickie Lee Jones on 24 
October 2018. He pleaded guilty but mentally ill, which means the Kentucky Department of Corrections 
will be obliged to provide him treatment and medication. Stallard, 69, and Jones, 67, were Black, and a 
white bystander in the Kroger parking lot that afternoon said Bush told him, "Whites don’t shoot 
whites." Bush, 53, agreed to plead guilty in US District Court to three federal hate crimes and three-
gun charges. 
SOURCE: 18 December 2020, USA Today 
 
(U) INTERNATIONAL 
 
(U) France – Court Convicts ISIS Operative Over Foiled Train Attack 
(U) Paris – A French court convicted an Islamic State of Iraq and ash-Sham (ISIS) operative over a train 
attack five-years ago that was foiled with the dramatic intervention of three American passengers. The 
special terrorism court sentenced Morocco-born Ayoub El Khazzani to life-in-prison, with 22-years 
guaranteed behind bars. El Khazzani, who went from drug-trafficking in Spain to Syria as a jihadi, was 
intent on attacking a passenger train with an assault rifle when he was confronted by three childhood 
friends from California who took him down. Three accomplices, who weren't on the train, were 
convicted of complicity and handed sentences ranging from seven to 27-years. The verdict closes the 
month-long trial of El Khazzani for attempted terrorist murder. 
SOURCE: 17 December 2020, US News 
 
(U) China – Three Suspects Arrested Over Petrol Bomb Attack at Police Sports Club 
(U) Hong Kong – Three young men, including a 16-year-old boy, have been arrested on suspicion of 
hurling nine petrol bombs into a Hong Kong police sports club earlier this month, setting a parked 
vehicle alight. The trio, aged 16 to 23, were identified after dozens of officers spent more than two 
weeks poring over hours of security camera footage and police trailing suspects throughout the city. A 

https://www.justice.gov/usao-edar/pr/four-defendants-facing-federal-charges-after-fire-bombings-police-vehicles
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/12/17/nuclear-agency-hacked-officials-inform-congress-447855
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/12/18/man-gets-life-without-parole-shooting-2-black-kroger-shoppers/3954795001/
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-12-17/french-court-convicts-is-operative-in-foiled-train-attack
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source said he believed the attack had been an ad hoc action allegedly taken by the three suspects 
because they were unhappy with police measures preventing people from laying flowers outside Prince 
Edward MTR station on 30 November. Placing flowers and other mementos at the station has been a 
common practice for those seeking to commemorate a protest on 31 August 2019 that saw police chase 
anti-government demonstrators into the station. 
SOURCE: 18 December 2020, South China Morning Post 
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https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3114558/three-men-arrested-suspicion-involvement-petrol-bomb
mailto:STAC@CALOES.CA.GOV

